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I was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to Me.

Matthew 25:36

Back Home From Germany

Team entering Dietz prison

We left to go to Germany at the
invitation of Pastor Edmund
Coronel and a prison ministry
called Gefahrdetenhilfe which
means in German “Helping the
Endangered”. The Lord had
opened the door and we were
responding to the call, excited to
see what He was going to do.

We were not an hour into our ten
hour flight when a man had a heart
attack and we were sure we were
going to have to land in Salt Lake.
But as it turned out there were a
number of medical personel who
just happened to be on this flight
and they were able to take care of
everything. It was then that | got an
inner peace that made me realize
that no matter what attacks may
come, | knew God was in this with
us.

It really is an unnatural thing; to
leave in the morning, fly for ten
hours then find yourself in the next
morning, almost 24 hours later. We
followed the sun all the way over

with out it setting. So to say the least we
were really beat that evening when we
met with the prison ministry to go over
what the itinerary was going to be. There
was a very active schedule planned for
us and we were all looking forward to it.

The Gefahrdetenhilfe has a couple

. different men’s homes that are there to

% help them get their lives together. One

'_'"" has a program that has a woodworking

shop and then the other has a dairy. One
of the first things we did was to go to one
of those homes and conduct an evening
Bible study.

| Ministry of Justice Building

more than generous with us.

The German idea of justice is far
different than ours in this country to
say the least. | was prepared for it
being more liberal than it is here but
| had no idea just how very much
different it actually turned out to be.

The average time spent in prison in
Germany is three years with the
most anyone ever serves is fifteen
years. There are some very rare
exceptions where after a person has
done his time the state can
determine they are too dangerous to

" return to society.

EFSSACHES MINISTRRILN
R AT

Matt teaching from the Word

One of the real highlights for me person-
ally was where they had arranged for us
to have a meeting with the
Minister of Justice for the state of
Hessisches. Along with the Minister of
Justice was their Director of Prisons and
someone from their legal department.

| was very surprised at the courtesy
given, not just in seeing us but in how
frank and open they spoke and the
amount of time they gave us. They were

They have laws in Germany that if
two prisoners have to be in the
same cell they must be able to have
privacy when using the rest room.
Due to over crowding they recently
had to remodel a number of cells to
comply with the law. | could not
even imagine anything like that
being the case over here. If they
don’t have enough room in my jail
the inmates can and often do find
themselves sleeping on a pew in the
Chapel. Here in the states, privacy
has never been a concern in any jail
| have ever been.
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There is one policy they have that 1,600 men and most were about 500. Gefahrdetenhilfe, spoke to him in

really amazed me. | am sure most of
you have heard how in Europe they
really like their vacations. Over there it
is not uncommon at all to get five
weeks vacation a year. Well what you
don’t know is the prisoners get vaca-
tion too! They each get twenty-one
days a year. If they are too dangerous
to be let out for their “holiday”, they
are exempted from work in the prison
for those days.

Another thing that was amazing to me
was what their cells looked like. We
got to take a tour of Dietz prison and
what | saw | did not believe! In our tour
we were shown a cell and this was in
their max security area where the men
had been determined to be too dan-

We talked on a number of subjects
concerning the prisons both from their
perspective and from what it is like
over here. At one point | asked him
what their recidivism rate was. He
said it was at sixty-five percent. | ex-
plained to him that our return rate of
inmates who come back within the
first three years is at eighty percent.

| made an observation to him that with
all their programs, short sentences
and good treatment neither of our sys-

tems are doing the job. | can almost
understand why some would come '
back in Germany as well as they are

treated but they have good programs
waiting for them when they get out

gerous to be released at the end of y,, |vs 5 socialist system that pro-

their ser_1tence. _The cell | w_ent into yides for everyone so they don’t need
was eqmppe_d with a s_mal_l refrigerator, go back to prison to get treated
TV, VCR, Dish TV with fifty channels \ ol In our system when a person

and a video game machine of some gets out they are given $200.00 gate
kind. It may have even h_ad ’some.thlng money and many times a cynical
to cook on as well, | didn’t notlce._l guard will say “ be seeing you soon”

don’t have a picture of the cells in pocquse once that gate money is
Dietz prison but | did get one off the gone its all about the homeless

website for the largest prison in Ger- ghaiter unless they have family or
many, Berlin-Tegel State Prison . | friends to go to.

T
[ i The Minister of Justice asked me why
| thought it was that neither system
~"Swas doing a better job of keeping
them out of prison. | told him that it
was because we have left God out of
the “program” That unless you
change a man’s heart you will never
change the man and the only way to
Fee change a man’s heart is by God doing
- it
| am getting ahead of myself. | want to
share some more of what happened
while we met with the Minister of
Justice. But | first needed to explain
what the prisons were like so that you
could understand the impact of what
we talked about.

He was quiet a long moment and
when he did speak he said “I think
you are right.” For me it was one of
the real high-lights of the trip. Not that
it is going to make some big differ-
ence but for a man in his position to
admit even privately something like
He was very proud of their programs that meant a lot to me.
and also spoke very candidly on some
of his frustrations. He was more than a
litle amazed when he heard that our
jail had seven thousand people in it,
where the largest in Germany has

About half way through our meeting
the Minister of Justice had to leave for
another meeting but before he left us,
he went over to one of the leaders of

German, handed him a piece a of
paper then left.

It wasn’t until we were headed back to
our car that | found out what it was
that he had given them. He had given
them his personal information to con-
tact him if they ever needed anything.
They seemed very pleased that had
happened and | hope it may assist
them with their ministry somehow.

| Dietz State Prison

On our tour of Dietz prison the first
thing you notice is that the church is
the most predominate feature of the
whole place. Actually if you were to
look down on it from above it would
be like a large + (plus) sign with the
church at the front. | don’t know for
sure but | would like to think that it
may have had its design origins
being similar to the original prisons in
our country. You see the very first
prison in this country was established
by the Quakers with the premise that
it is from repentance that man can
achieve restoration.

Dietz is over one hundred and
twenty-five years old and it was
amazing to me how well taken care
of it was. It was very well maintained,;
compared to Men’s Central Jail that
is approximately forty years old. In
defense of Men’s Central, we have
seven thousand men to their popula-
tion of five hundred men.

They have a gym with a basketball
court with a hardwood floor that any
college would be happy to have. And
workout equipment as nice as any
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fithess center we have over here. called Butzbach prison. | don’t

They showed us the industry area fémember the names of the two
where the inmates were at work. It Prisons that Matt Monzon and Tony
gave us the opportunity to talk to a Maese went to. But we all went to
number of the men and to invite them different prisons.

to the church service we were coming

back to do that following Sunday morn- The person taking me to Butzbach
ing. During the tour a number of Ameri- was one of the leaders in the local
cans came up and talked to us. A few | chapter of Gefahrdetenhilfe. His
had talked to were once in the military, name is Hartmut Nickel. He is a
then married a German and later ended Captian of the police department of
up in prison for one thing or another. Herborn/Seelbach. He took me to

We were able to meet the Catholic his house to have coffee and to
Chaplain. He invited us to his office to meet his wife and son. There have
have coffee with him. It was interesting ©been so many times | have had this
to talk with him and realize we had kind of experience and yet | never
many things in common in spite of our Stop being amazed by it. The way
differences. | felt he definitely cared God has worked in my life to bring
about his men and what he did there. me into things that never would
So in that way | definitely felt a have happened before the Lord
common bond with him. came into my life. In my life before
Him there is no way | would be
sitting in the Captian of police’s
home having coffee or in the office
of a Minister of Justice either!

| Butzbach State Prison |

One day the four team members went Hartmut with our team the last night

to four different prisons with our coun-
terparts from the Gefahrdetenhilfe. In Butzbach we were taken into a
Jeff Torok went to a prison called cell block and let into what looked
Friedberg Prison. And | went to like one of the cells on the tier but
another of the Max security prisons as it turned out it actually was two
cells with the wall removed to
convert the two cells into one larger
meeting room. We had a small
group meeting where | mainly gave
my testimony and then had some
question and answer time at the
end. One thing | thought ironic is
they were mostly Russian, with one
Terk also in the group. Here |
' wanted to go to the prisons of
Russia and instead | met with

Russians in Germany.

What happened with Jeff that night is
what | think is a good example of the
reasons we were supposed to be in
Gernamy. [By example, to raise the
standard of ministry.] When Jeff was
asked what he intended to do that
night he said he would do the same
kind of thing that we did in the prison
services over here in the states. He
asked the guy going in with him if he
would open in prayer, worship in
German and then translate for him
while he taught from the Word. The
guy told Jeff that he probably
shouldn’t do that because he would
not keep the mens attention. So he
suggested to just read a verse to
them pray if he wanted and then they
would just visit with them. Jeff said he
hadn't come half way around the
world to just visit with them and said
he wanted to give the gospel.

On their way home after the service
the man told Jeff he was convicted by
how the inmates listened to every
word of what Jeff had been
teaching.....

So shall My word be that goes
forth from My mouth; It shall not
return to Me void, But it shall ac-
complish what | please, And it
shall prosper in the thing for which
| sent it.

Isaiah 55:11

Our largest service inside the differ-
ent prisons was held on our last day
there. We went into Dietz prison and
did their Sunday service.

Gefahrdetenhilfe Breitscheid at Dietz
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We had hoped to have a good turn
out because of the tour earlier in the
week where we had the chance to
invite them to come.

Gefahrdetenhilfe has a choir that
came in with us and they were really
a blessing; kind of a German style
Scarlet Hope. They sang both in
German and English. Worship
makes such a difference, especially
when it is good worship.

| wish | had a picture of the inside of
the church at Dietz prison, it really is
something to see. Stained glass
windows and a huge pipe organ up
in a loft. The wood work was beauti-
ful, with one of those old time
podiums that you have to climb up
some stairs to get into it.

Inside the church at Butzbach Prison
(note the individual pews for the inmates)

Once again there was an ironic twist
in that, we had these three some-
what unruly inmates in the service.
Talking loudly during prayer and at
other times through out the service.
At one point Matt turned around to
them and asked them to show some
respect by quieting down, Their re-
sponse to Matt was anything but re-
spectful. The ironic part is the trouble
makers were Russian inmates. If
anything it makes me want to some-
day go to Russian prisons all the
more.

We think of ourselves as the “melting
pot of the world.” And its true that
ethnically we are a very diverse

group of people in this country. The
world has often rightly criticized us
for our racial bigotry and | used to
wonder why that is. Going to
Europe and seeing the changes
they are starting to go through |
think | am starting to at least some-
what understand.

With the new United States of
Europe and its open borders they
are now having large groups of
people migrating all over Europe.
An example of that was while in
Germany we wanted to go out to try
some of their German food. You
know the only real German food we
ate was in someone's home! | saw
Turkish, Greek, Italian and Chinese
restaurants all over the place.

We don’t have a monopoly on racial
bigotry here in this country. In pris-
ons over there | could definitely see
the signs of it. The Turks are not at
all liked by many Germans and of
course the feelings run very deep
between the Russians and Ger-
mans.

One thing for sure that you are
struck with over there is they have a
very long history of wars between
them. Prejudice is a universal
human condition, a condition of sin
within us all. You can certainly see
that the enemy is alive and well.

As | was up sharing with the men at
Dietz, the three men in the back
who had been acting up became
even more disruptive. | didn’t know
till later that they were Russians but
it just so happened that | was shar-
ing about an experience | had ten
years ago when | had spoken to a
captain of a Russian submarine that
was a atheist. When | got to the
part where | was quoting from
Psalms 53:1" The fool has said in
his heart, There is no God." |
looked right at them and said “some
in here today are fools”, and that
got their attention. | guess some-
times the truth can be offensive but
its still the truth.

Why did God send us half way around
the world to go into those prisons? We
may never know the answer to that
question. Maybe it was to teach each of
us something? We had chosen Ro-
mans 1:16&17 as our banner verses for
this trip. Partly because they are sup-
posed to be Martin Luther's favorite
verses. But also because we are not
ashamed of the gospel and we did
want to proclaim it while we are there.

We are all very aware that we are
saved by grace. And as when Jesus
was anointed with oil by the woman
with the alabaster vase He said that
those who are forgiven much, love
much.

There was a time in my life when |
thought it was impossible for me to love
anything or anyone. But in my life
today, | do know how much grace was
given to me and | do love Him very
much!

| am more than grateful for the opportu-
nity of being able to go, for Pastor
Edmund and Gefahrdetenhilfe inviting
us to come, for Calvary Downey and
Pastor Jeff for sending me, the guys
who went with me answering the call,
but most importantly for Jesus who
made it all possible.

| hope if we accomplished nothing else
while going into the different prisons,
that by example we demonstrated
systematically teaching through the
word, the prisoners will come and by
His Word the captives will be set free.

In April one of the Gefahrdetenhilfe
members will be coming over here for
vacation. His idea of vacation is going
to as many Calvary Chapels as he can.
It's already been arranged for him to go
in with our ministry to the Chino prison
and to both the Twin Towers and Men’s
Central Jail. If you meet Thomas be
sure to give Him a Calvary Chapel
welcome.
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| Welcome to Calvary Chapel Herborn |

church it just seemed to happen on its
own. At the time it all started he was just
coming down from Calvary Siegen
where he was the youth pastor. He was
having a Bible study with a number of
the youth from the area that were com-

. muting form the Herborn area all the

way over to Siegen.

It soon grew to forty people and they
| kept outgrowing their meeting places.

Calvary Chapel Herborn

Then an opportunity came along for
them to use a building at an old military

| don’t know what any of us ex-
pected to see when we got to Cal-
vary Chapel Herborn but | would
have never thought it would be all
that it is. What God is doing there is
nothing short of a miracle, many of
them at that!

Neither Matt or Tony had ever
known Pastor Edmund so they really
didn’t know what to expect. Both Jeff
and | had our teenagers grow up
under Edmund’s ministry while he
was at CCCH.

We went straight to the church from

the airport and | was totally blown

away with what God is doing there.

| have been so excited about it |
haven’t stopped talking about since |
have been home. In fact | have al-
ready talked with Pastors from four
different Calvary's and a public ac-
cess Christian TV show trying to
promote some churches going over
there to do outreaches.

Where we flew in on a Saturday
morning and met with the prison
ministry Gefahrdetenhilfe the first
night was all we could handle for the
first day. The second day was
something else, being able to go to
both the morning and evening
service at Calvary Herborn it gave
us a good idea what the fellowship
was like. And they really went all out
to help make us feel at home.

Edmund was not intending to start a

base that some land developers had
obtained. One thing has lead to another
and they are no longer just borrowing
the building, they are buying it! They
have gone from a group of about forty to
a group of about two hundred in a
years time!

Calvary Siegen has been there for ten
years and have out grown their meeting
places three times. We went to see the
building they are in the midst of building
right now and it is awesome!

Siegen’s coming sanctuary

Pastor Edmund had said that he had
watched Calvary Siegen outgrow its
building three times. Years ago he
had heard the story of how a church
had bought a huge Whitefront store
in Downey and everyone thought at
the time, “what would they do with
such a big building?”

| never knew Edmund’s testimony
before but one night at dinner his
wife Martha told me the story. How
he was dealing drugs and she had
made her mind up that she was go-
ing to divorce him. Then one night
she went to hear Pastor Jeff
Johnson give his testimony and she
thought if God can do it for Pastor
Jeff maybe He would do it for Ed-
mund too. Edmund came to hear
Pastor Jeff speak on end times, just
the thing Edmund was interested in
and God used that to bring him to
his knees.

They didn’t get raised up at Calvary
Downey, soon after accepting the
Lord the bought a house out in
Chino Hills and was part of the origi-
nal Bible study group that became
CCCH.

The first youth group was at
Edmunds house. | can remember
back to when he was driving a truck
for a living and was struggling to
decide to quit his job and go into
ministry full time.

Years later they were “launched out”
from the launching pad of CCCH
and went to Germany and now look
what the Lord is doing!

It really gave me personally a lot
of encouragement to see what
the Lord is doing in the Coronel's
lives. Having been “launched” into

| own ministry | know only too well the

trials and testing that comes with the

3 territory.

The building they have just acquired
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for Calvary Herborn is amazing in
many ways. Edmund decided to
learn from Pastor Jeff at Downey
and from what has happened at
Calvary Siegen. The size of this
building they will not out grow it any-
time soon. The building is 66,000 sq
feet in size!

It used to be the mess hall for the
military base. The main dinning room
will eventually become the sanctuary
once they are able to heat the room.
For now they are just using a small
corner of it for a coffee bar.

They have a much smaller area
that they are use for the sanctuary
right now and everyone fits in there
fine. Later it will probably be used
for the youth.

The building sat empty for nearly
fifteen years and | understand it was
a real mess when they first got in
there. It is amazing what has been
accomplished already.

Many of the children's class rooms
are already well on their way to
being completed. All the way down
to kids murals on walls.

They have already done some

extensive work in remodeling a area
for outreach teams to stay when they
come over. They have a full kitchen,
two bath room with showers, a sitting
room and three bedrooms that will
sleep two per room.

They have it fixed up nice and we
were very comfortable while we
were there. They have plans to re-
model a much larger area that will
accommodate many more so it will
be a lot less expensive to come over
to do outreaches. The savings on
lodging will be considerable.

They will have a lot of room to do
any number of things with that facil-
ity. And there is even the possibility
that yet another building that used to
be the base motor pool may get do-
nated to them for the write off. If that
happens they are already dreaming
on having a youth center for the
community that would really be
something.

Edmund Jr. is the youth pastor and
he had his first week end retreat
while we were there. And from all the
praise reports from the teens when
they got back it was a great success.

He had to leave for the retreat with
his wife expecting their second child
at any moment. As it turned out little
Caleb didn’t come until a few weeks
later.

| had a parent telling me how their
child has been transformed since
coming to Calvary. Their teenager
had been very wild, into drinking,
drugs and more and now the whole
family is on fire for the Lord and
coming to every service they have at
Herborn.

The youth over there are allowed to
buy beer and wine at the age of six-
teen. You can just imagine how a
youth pastor over there has his work
cut out for him,

Another thing that | think is really
great about their location

is the |

church sits up on a hill overlooking the
valley where both villages are. So at night
when the church is lit up you can see it
from down in the town. It made me think
of that scriptures:

"You are the light of the world. A city
that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Matthew 5:14
and

Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

As | said at the beginning of this newslet-
ter, we had no idea what God had called
us over there to do. After getting there it
became more clear as time went on. For
one thing we all agreed it was to come up
along side of the prison ministry and even
possibly to cause division in that ministry,
dividing tradition from the ones seeking
anew wine in new wine skins.

But there was another reason too, it was
to do in-reach into a new church, too en-
courage them and come along side them.
To come back to the states and encour-
age others to go and see for themselves
what the Lord is doing and how they can
also be used by Him.

For me personally, it was so good just to
spend time with the Coronel family. It
went a long way towards encouraging
me.

Please whatever you do, keep the

Coronel’'s and Calvary Chapel Herborn in
your prayers. If you knew the Coronel’s
from CCCH, drop then a line and let them
know you are thinking about them. | am
sure that would mean a lot to them.
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What | am going to write about now is
something | haven’t wanted to write
about at all. I've had others tell me |
should have said something long be-
fore now but its difficult for me to do.

What finally convinced me that |
needed to say something was after
talking to someone the other day that
| hadn’t seen or spoken to in awhile. |
told him about some of the needs this
ministry has and he said two things |
hadn’t even stopped to think of.

He said he had been getting and
reading the newsletters and as-
sumed everything was going well with
the ministry. And also that the minis-
try being “out of sight, was out of
mind” so he had put his focus in other
directions. After talking to him it made
me realize that | really did need to
say something or how else would
anyone know.

It is true that the ministry is going
well. There are always going to be
more and more opportunities to min-
ister. The need is great and the la-
bors are few.

Before going into full time ministry |
worked in aero-space for a number of
years. When aero-space took a big
downturn | went to work for Walt Dis-
ney Imagineering building rides for
theme parks. Both careers had al-
ways provided very well for my family
yet we have always known who it
was that was supplying all our needs.
So going into full time ministry in a
missionary status was not as hard a
decision as some may think it would
have been. My wife was behind me,
(I had to have that or | never could
have gone forward) and we both be-
lieved and still do believe that God
will take care of us just as He always
has.

None the less this past year or so has
gotten tougher and tougher. Maybe
some of it is because of “out of sight
out of mind”"? And maybe some of it
is people assume from the tone of
our news letters everything is going
well? It is going well, when it comes

to open doors of ministry, there is not
enough time in the day!

I hear from many of you that say you
enjoy the newsletters and let me know
you are praying for us. And there are
many of you that are obviously support-
ing us or we wouldn’'t have been able to
all we have. We have had a very faithful
donor base, all your help, prayers and
support, | deeply appreciate each and
everyone of you for your faithfulness.
Please understand | am not really ad-
dressing this to you now.

What | am hoping to do is encourage
the ones who receive this newsletter
and are not contributing to this ministry
to consider doing so now. We really are
in need and as | keep being reminded;
we don’t have because we don’t ask.

| have tried many different things to
keep things going. Consolidating our
bills and refinancing our home twice this
past year. | was at one point
trying to get a part time job working at a
family counseling center hoping to add
to our income. | thought | would still be
doing ministry and at the same time
bringing in some more income. | was
getting impatient waiting for the job to
start and now in hind-sight | realize it
was God’'s covering that kept it from
happening. The reason it never hap-
pened is guy who was going to hire me
to do the counseling was arrested.
Maybe it was he who needed counsel-
ing?

Another thing we've been trying is to get
with different Calvary’s and other
churches to see if they would consider
putting this ministry on their missionary
list for support. This is a domestic mis-
sion, going to a “different world” with the
gospel. So far there have been three
Calvary’s who have started to contribute
and a couple more who are considering
it. For now that will account
for about 1% of our monthly budget if all
five churches start to contribute to this
ministry. Unlike what many just
assume, this ministry does not get its
funding from a church, its overall fund-
ing is from individual contributors.

| know that the motto of Calvary is
where God guides God provides. |
really do believe in that and it's been
proven to me over and over again. |
am trusting in Him, | know He did call
me to this and | don’t think He called
me into this for it to end now. But |
also know | have to be able to provide
for my family. The Bible tells me | am
worse than a non-believer if | don'’t
provide for them.

| just went through that kind of strug-
gle while getting ready to go to Ger-
many. Calvary Downey had picked up
my expenses for the trip. And | was all
set to go. Only problem was | would
be leaving with bills unpaid and not
enough there for my family. | didn’t
know what to do and all | could do
was turn to the Lord and say this is
His to work out. And you know He did,
He worked it out in the most unusual
way; my son totaled my wife’s van two
weeks before we were to leave for
Germany.

To make a long story short we got an
insurance settlement for top dollar on
our high mileage van, a replacement
for our van with half the mileage and
we still had enough left over to make
up for what we had been short on
support. God is so Good!

We have had many experiences like
that over the past three and a half
years. God has been so faithful!
When 9/11 happened, when the war
started, the fires in our mountains; it
has all had its effects on donations
and yet somehow God always pulls
us through.

I am convinced that He will continue
to supply our needs. This ministry
has a group of Godly people on its
Board of Directors who | believe the
Lord has assembled to help make the
decisions on where we go from here
and ultimately it is the Lord who is
directing our course. Please keep us
in your prayers. And | hope you will
pray about coming along side this
ministry in whatever way the Lord
may lead.
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There was some adjustments to be
made after getting back from Ger-
many and not just from jet-lag. But
it was time to get back to what | am
supposed to be doing at Men’s
Central Jail.

It was really cool to see how many
of the men asked me about Ger-
many when | got back. | have been
able to share with groups of them
about it and use the applications
within our Bible studies.

One of the things that was kind of
ironic was that | had prepared a
study in Romans that | had planed
to do while in Germany. | never got
to it while | was there so one day |
decided to teach on it at the jail.
The response was a large number
of men either made first time com-
mitments to Christ or rededica-
tions. Things may not work out like
we plan but God'’s timing is always
right.

After getting back | was looking for
Sam who he was not around and |
became concerned that he had
already been sentenced. That did-
n’t turn out to be the case, in fact
his sentencing had to be
postponed because there had
been a death in the Judges family.

When Sam was telling me about it
he said he was concerned for the
Judge and how terrible he must be
feeling. Sam had actually been
praying for the man who will ulti-
mately decide how much time he
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spends in jail and he was not selfishly
praying about what he would be sen-
tenced (for his own concerns) but for
the Judge. It is amazing to watch how
God can change a man's heart.

It is just as amazing to me to see how
the enemy can rob and destroy! | just
met a man who was a Calvary pastor
for a number of years who now sits in
jail rejecting the God he once believed
in and taught others about. He now
has concocted his own version of who
he thinks God is. He says he still be-
lieves in God, just not the God of the
Bible. How can that be? It should be a
warning to us all.

Now all these things happened to
them as examples, and they were
written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the ages have
come. Therefore let him who thinks
he stands take heed lest hefall. 1
Corinthians 10:11-12

| recently met another man that
touched my heart. He worked as a
trustee in a area near my office and
he said he had been watching me
from a distance sort of sizing me up to
see what | was like. And he said he
decided he had to talk to someone
about what he had kept bottled up in
him for some time.

He is an ex-con who got out of prison
recently on parole and just as soon as
he was out his parole was violated.
Only thing was he had done it inten-
tionally. He wanted to be back in jail.
You see just days before he was to
get out of prison his wife and infant
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son were kill by a drunk driver. And to
make matters even worse he vaguely
knew the drunk driver.

All he had was revenge in his heart and
thought by going into the jail he would be
able to get it. Only thing is God had other
plans, the driver is not even in the same
county jail system. So for a while the man
was having to deal with the torment of his
loss and fight with the demons hatred at
the same time.

He couldn’t keep it in any more and
wanted to talk with someone about it. We
spent a couple hours talking and for a
large portion of the time | just listened. He
had some religion in his back ground and
as he spoke that became more and more
clear. Only trouble was he knew about
religion without the understanding he
could have a relationship with a living
God who would be there with him. It
really didn’t take much on my part to con-
vince him he needed change in his life.
All I had to do was explain to him their
really is a God who he can have a per-
sonal relationship with and the Spirit took
care of the rest. He was ready before he
had come into my office.

| gave him a Bible and some other mate-
rials to read and we prayed
before he left that day. Now every time |
see him, he got a smile on his face and
he makes sure to tell me he is in the
Word. Dave just has a few months till he
gets out, please keep him in your
prayers.
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